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Family Interview Reflection

Overview

This assignment was to gain a better understanding of perspectives of families of students
with disabilities. Specifically, when educators are collaborating with the families to ensure that
the student’s needs are being met. The assignment was to conduct an interview with a family
member of a student with a disability, asking them questions about their overall experiences in
working with educational personnel. The person interviewed for this assignment was the school
counselor I worked with at the time. She has a child who has been diagnosed with a learning

disability and was being served at a local private school in Dallas.

Revisions

Based on the Dr. Robinson’s feedback on this assignment, no major revisions were
made. A sentence was added on page one in the second paragraph to further elaborate on
and connect the idea of a “mirror” and collaboration. This sentence reads, “Not only is the
idea of a mirror a way to view this partnership, but it also illustrates the idea that there is some
agreement between the education professionals and the family on how to support the

student.”

Reflection

Looking back and reflecting on this assignment | realized that it is one my favorites
from the courses | have taken at KU. | chose to interview Emily because | had a positive

colleague relationship with her, and she had confided in me about struggles her son was



experiencing in school. | had known that even though his teacher were aware that he was
struggling, and the family had tried to work with the school, Emily was still very frustrated
with the level of support and communication coming from the school. Eventually the family

decided to switch to a different private school.

There were two key takeaways from this interview assignment that have stuck with
me as | have continued to teach. First, is the ideathat communication is one major partin
collaborating with student’s families. Emily stated that her family needed daily
communication. However, | realize that daily communication is a constant struggle for
both special education and general education teachers. Especially if the number of
students being served is large. | wonder if this would be an area that teachers and families
could look at more closely and adjust the frequency of the communication based on the

level of support the child needs.

The second takeaway that has stuck with me is Emily’s statement about how words
stick with the students in classroom. These words stay with the students as they move
through their educational experience. | would add that not only do educators words stay
with the students, but their actions do as well. I’ve recently moved from teaching in the
middle school grades down to kindergarten and first grade. I’'ve noticed that students not
only pay very close attention to what | say, but they are always watching what | do. In other
word, how | interact with their peers. What’s interesting is that the first graders have begun
to interact with the student | support regularly with the same respect, support, and care

that | try to show him in our one-to-one interactions. His classmates have openly taken it



upon themselves to guide and show him what he needs to do and how to act at school. I've
realized that collaboration is important between educator’s and a student’s family, but
perhaps it’s also just as important between a teacher, a struggling student, and the

student’s peers.



